ABRSM Aural – Listening to Music with Understanding

Discussion will be based on features such as texture, rhythm, form, style & period.

Texture
Arpeggio or broken chord figuration (often split between the hands).

Melody with accompaniment (accompaniment may be chordal or arpeggiated.)

Broadly harmonic (mostly chords with short melodic phrases)

Contrapuntal or imitative (melodies in both hands)

Rhythm
Dance rhythms (waltz, minuet, jig)

March rhythm

Swing rhythm

Syncopated rhythm

Form
Binary Form (AB)

Ternary Form (ABA)

Descriptive or character music (no obvious pattern to form)

Period or Style
Baroque - contrapuntal texture, ornamentation, little or no pedal.

       Composers include J.S.Bach, Handel , Rameau

Classical – melody with accompaniment, fast scale passages, trills, alberti bass

       Composers include Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Clementi

Romantic – Rich harmonies, more expressive style, use of pedal, descriptive

       Composers include Chopin, Brahms, Schumann, Liszt

20th Century – Descriptive, more discordant, may be percussive, may use irregular                                    

                 rhythmic patterns and changes of time signature.  

        Composers include Bartok, Kabalevsky, Prokofiev.

Jazzy – syncopated or swing rhythms, ‘popular’ style harmonies, use of pedal.

        Composers – Christopher Norton, Mike Cornick, Charles Beale

General Discussion
Notice legato/staccato, tonality ie major or minor, changes in tempi, whether the melody is in the treble or bass. 
